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securing a general homogeneousness which is of immense advantage to the piece. Such useful auxiliaries include Johnson (a low comedian of the older school), Tyers, Archer (another low comedian), Havi-land (a very useful performer, who improves with every year), and Andrews. Another serviceable performer was Wenman, who seemed in physique and method to be exactly suited to Burchell in the ' Olivia.' During the past seasons, however, this worthy man has been removed from the company by death. On a stranger these players might produce little effect: but the /labituds of the theatre have grown familiar with their ways and faces and figures, and would miss them were they absent from a new play.
In addition to this permanent body, the manager is accustomed to call in to his aid performers of mark, such as Terriss, and Forbes Robertson, the former an admirable actor in special characters that are suited to his robustness, though his powers would much gain by some refining. Mr. Forbes Robertson is a picturesque performer of many resources, who can supply colour and passion at need, is always interesting, and leaves a deep impression. He has a fair share of what is called "distinction"; indeed, we wonder that his position has not ere this become more fixed and certain. But this rests on a deeper question, and is connected with the conditions of the stage at this moment, when the only course open to the player is to become a " manager-actor," and have his own theatre, otherwise he must wander from house to house. Horatio he apostrophized agreed neni. con. that somehow this last attempt suits the situation exactly. This sense of perfect propriety is a " note " of our manager's character.
